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(2 4True Account of ſeveral Paſſages relating to the Expeiltion/ 7 


of Sir Joha Johnſton. 
- By William Smythies Curate of St. Giles's C ripple-gake.. 
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| Had forborn this Publication, ( notwithſtanding many importu- 
nities) if a Printed Paper had not come abroad, which gave a 
very imperfect, and in ſome things, a very falſe Account con- 
cerning Sir John Johnſton , with which there was an aſperſion 
that I was the Pen- man of it. I have been likewiſe informed, That 
'the Miniſters who Vitlired him. in the Priſon, are accus'd, of being 
too credulous and eaſy to be impos'd upon. And &t am ſure; there is 
great Wrong done to an Apothecary in | Newgate - Street, 1 have 
| therefore reſolved to a give very juſt Account of Matter of FaC(t, 

'and no more. _ 

On Thur/day, the 10'h. Inſtant, Sir John John#ton ſent an importu- 
nate Requeſt to Dr. }. beſeeching him, tho? a ſtranger, to grant his 
- Aſſiſtance to a dying Man ; to which, the Dr. readily complied : And 
"after he had twice given him the Bleſſed Sacrament, and heard 
"the moſt Solemn repeated Proteſtations of his Innocency ; deſired 
Dr; F. to meet him the next day in the Priſon, and to bring ſome 
© other Miniſters with him, which occaſioned my Attendance, When 
'we came to him, the Doctors adjur'd him by all that was Sacred and 
Terrible, ( with ſuch Expreſſions as might have made even an inno»+ 
cent man to tremble ) to ſpeak nothing but the Truth; aſſuring him 
'withal that there was very little hope of his obtaining favour, conſi- 
(deritg that many Great Men believed him Guilty of that for which he 
was Condemncd, and many other enormous Crimes. He then gave us 
,an Account concerning the taking away of the Young Heireſs 3 the Syb- 
ſtance of which is contained in this following Letter, which he wrote 
with his own hand, a little after he had received the Sacrament the 
third or fourth time, and when he was going to his Execution. 
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Think it * not amiſs, as a aying lan, to 7ive you a ſhort Acconnt 

of all my Irnocency, and all the Reaſon, I know, they have for bring- 
Ing me to tis untimely End, On Fryday AM rnng , being the Day foe 
was taken away ; about Ten of the Clock, Caftam Campbell and Ar. 
Montgomery came t9 my Lodging with a Haunch of Vemſon, 1 asked 
them what they were going to dv with that, Mr. Montgomery r914 me, 
it was ro Treat Madam Biarly, and the reſt of the Toung Ladies; and 
| har be wail have Captain Campbell Marryed oo one of them this night, 
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ard mth:4 me if I wild 00 2a'% 0 a Witnſs to it, T tuld him, It muſt 
c 


te by Cwifert, or olfſe 1 world bave rothing 10 da with it: te told me, 
7 bat if ve did wot procure br Confeit, be IMS 0t medale with it, and 
{0 w- p.rtid, br deſiring me to come and meet him, at ſix of the Clock, 
at a Coltee houſe near his Lodoing 4 which / ard, and mit Capt. Campbell 
trere;, ard ſome time aft: x wards, Ar, Montgomery Came ard calld ns ty 
the door, ad td us, The Buſlteſs was done. Avozr Eigit of re Chip 
Madam Biarly's Coach came by, and thy were all aray : Cpt. Campbell 
called a C'a b and fix Horſes, and bid us go in, and ordered th: Coache 
man ty drive after her Coach, and ſtop in Great Qneen ſtreet. 

When ſhe was put into the Coal h, as I am « Dyiwug Mm and now 
R:ceiving the Sacram nt, 1 could percerve no D:/compoſure 1m hr at all, 
for aſter ſome Trme ſp:re (© by Atr. Campbell | i: Amours. Ste 
0"C ai (9 talk of my Lord Argyle, and tuld us, Th.u ſhe hi lun ſume 
'of his Chilaren at Ham, and that he was Mairyed to the D.chfs of 
Lauderdales Dauohrer , and asked him if he wore the Second Brother, 
Upon ſome Diſcourſe, which 1 do not well remouniucy , ſhe” gave Lim her 
Hand that ſhe would Marry him, This grod Humour contiuned ſtill with 
her ; ſo that when the Parſ.n deſired her to ſay the Words after him, ſte 
ſpake with ſo andible a Vote, that tre whole People tn re Room diſtinttly 
heard ber lcu'er than the A4iniftker, Aſter the t erem my was over, ik was 
obJerved, Her Wedding-Ring was to9 big ; ber Husbar.d told ber he 
world have it changed to morrow: She jaid, No, it is not Lucky to 
change a Wedding-Ring. Ar Sngper, ti.ere was nothing to be o-ſerved, 
bnt an equal Satisfatt:on burwixe both, Wheat was «58 © ir, Whether foe 
anclined to go to Bed, ſh: freely Conſented, Newt Morniro, when we 
came and ,asked th:m byw they RiSted,, ſhe in particu/ar Anſwered mr, 
very well. About Ten of the Clock, Mr. Montgomery atkhed bx , If 
fhe would go 10 Mr. Pontacs to Dinner ;, ſhe [az4, With all ker heart: 
Where we went, and ſtayed till Four in the Aftern)3. and the Houſe 
forll of People, Then we went to our Lodgings, and ylayrd at Caras tiff 
balf an H'ur after Nine; thin ſhe went ro Bud witi; all the feeming 
Pleaſantneſs imaginalle, This is the Iruth, ard ws me, as | am a 
Dying Man; mne:ther truly was it ever my Inteiitio1 © lefsn 10 be a 
Witneſs of ary thing that would lock like a Force, meiticr andeed was 
' there any Occafion for it, foe being jo vry frark and Free, of ter ſelf, 
ro the Marriage, I have forgot to tell yow, That ] defired wer mm the 
Coach not to be afraid of ary thing; for I t0'd her, there ſhanld be n- 
thing of Force impoſed wpon ber - She told me that fie was not at all 
afraid of that, She wrote likewiſc ro her Aunt freely, « Letter, defir: 
ang fhe might not be troubled for her , for ſhe was very well with her 
Miniband, Captain Campbell. As fer her Huiband defiring her t0 go 
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lefore niy Lord Mayor, 1 zo thing of that. I. find in the Printed 


[ Sefſin ] Paper, they do us 4 great deal of Injury, mn ſaying, 1hat ſhe 
was forced to bed up-11 Promiſes, and ſeveral other thi: gi Truly I n= 
ver beard of any ſhch thing til I read it in that Paper, neith-r do I be- 
heve it, 

The Truth of what is contained in this Letter, he ſolemnly pro- 
teſted upon his frequent Receiving the Sacrament, ard likewiie 2t 
the time of the Execution. He told us, that he had not been con- 
cerned in the carryinz away the Young Gentlewoman , 'if he had 
not underſtood by Mr. org mery that the was willing to be taken 
from her Aunt > and would make no Noife or Diſturbance when it 
was done. He had a Paper containing the Snbftance of this Letter, 
ready at his Tryal, but was adviſed, for very obvious Reaſons, not 


to make uſe of it, 


That which follows; 1s a Letter to his Kinſman, occaſionwd by an 
Information ſecretly given to him, that his Blood wonld be revenged 
ypon his Proſecutors. - 

Eirg now on my Laft Preprration for Another World, | efecm my 
ſelf obliged ro Communicate to yu my laſt Deſores, with Relariou 
to This. - {| shankh God, I] mt only freely forerve all wny have been Ac- 
ceflary to my Death, but defire-by this my Final Requeft to my Friends, 


| whom | ſhall leave behind, to forerve them all, Aid therefore muſt beg 


qu in my Name, to Communicate this my Requeft' ro them, and tg beg 


them , if they cannot wholly forget who have been ry Enemies; yet at 
left, not to dv the leaſt Prejudrce to ary of them, 08 my Account. This 


| lam tery earneſt with you in, and thereby you will mac2 oblige, 


Your Friend 3nd Servant, 

7 * John Johnſton, 
One of ' the DoCtors told him -of a Report, That he had Three 
Months before, agreed with Mr. Cx-mpocd/ to iteal the Younz Gen» 
tewoman, and that they were to caſt Lots, which ſhould have her, 


' and that he on. whom the Lot fell, ſhould give to the other {bree 


Huzdred Powids, To this he ſclemnly protelted, that there was not 
one Syllable of. it true,, and that he knew nothing concerning her, 
ul the Morning of that day in which ſhe was Marryed. 

The ſame Dr. told him of a Report from Cheſter, That there 
was a Sape Sworn againſt him. He confeſſed the Truth of it, and 
ave this following Account. His Souldiers had been ſo affronted by 
al of the Townſmen, that the Sentinels could not keep their 
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Poſts, without danger of hurt done them, by Stones thrown from th 
tops of Houſes, and that there was one Gun diſcharged, which had 
like to have killed one of them: That coming to the Ca/t/e late'in 
the Evening, he ſaw a Man and a Woman ſtanding in a place; which! 
made him ſuſpect ſome ill defign againſt his Soldiers, whergupun ie 
commanded one of his Officers to ſeize them, but the Man-eſcaping 
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the Woman only was committed” to the Sarjear, till ſhe ſhould-aiC 


cover whoithe Man was, which [te did, and the next Morning the was 
diſcharged : About a Fortnight after this, Sir John came to Lond 
to complain to the King, of ſome Indignities which had been done'ts 
him. In the mean time, the Woman ſwore a &aje. againſt him 'bnt 
her Conſcience accuſing her, and the Serjeant, with others, beings 
ble to Teſtify that Sir Fob» came not at her ; ſhe confeſſed her wick- 


' threatened to kill her, if ſhe did not do it; and defir*d that 


ghe 
go into Iriland to avoid the conſequence of his diſpleaſure; SIt:Juhn 


edneſs to ſome Perſons in the Town, and ſaid, that her : ber 


being informed of this, and having taken her Confeſlion before {&! 


veral Witneſſes, gave her Frve Pounds to bear her charges. He de 
ſired not to obtain any mercy from God or Man, if upon a Reprieve, 


till there could be a Return from Cheſtcr, he was not fully Vindicatd 


from that Calumny: And in- order to it, one of the Doctors pro-: 
miſed to write to the Biſhop of Cheſter, to intreat him) to examin the 
Truth of it from ſeveral Perſons of Note in the Town. 

He bleſſed God, that he had daily performed the Duties of Religior 
but lamented, with very great Expreilions of Grief, that his darling Sin 
returned upon him. I asked him, If he had not defrauded any ; to which! 
he replied, That he had nothing of that guilt in his Conſcience; andtook 
occaſion to thank'God, that tho'he had been often Engaged in Duels, y 
he had never KilPd his Combatant; it being his deſire only to overcomes 
and not to deſtroy. 

It was thought by ſore, that he prolonged his Speech and his Devoti 
ons at the place of Execution, in hope of a Reprieve. Bur I am far fon 
thinking ſo, for before he came out of the Priſon, he bleſſed God, thath 
mind wzs ſo weil ſatisfied,and by the grace of God,he was ſo prepared'tt 
dye, thatat a Reprieve ſhould come, it would do him an injury rathet 

than a kindneſs. And when he came to the place ef Execution, oneof 
Friends told him; by the Coach-ſide, That he then came from the King 
and no Reprieve could be obtained for him, at which he did not in thi 
leaſt, ſeem to be moved. SLES 


Some of his Country: men told me, That he was Sir Job» Jo' nfton 
Caſcavan, the ſecond Baronet in Scotland. "948! 
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LONDON, Printed December, 3 oth, 690. | 


